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Master — Susan Faull; Secretary - Les Townsend; Treasurer — Nicola Jones; Peal Secretary — Emma Southerington; Librarian —
Judith Williamson

Editorial Team: Pamela Pohling-Brown (p.pohlingbrown@btopenworld.com), Ben Ricketts (ben.ricketts@btinternet.com),
Lizzy Stokoe (bethstokoe@aol.com), Johny Stokoe (jonathanstokoe@aol.com)

Emma Southerington (emma@southeringtons.co.uk)

Inside This Issue From the Master

1 41 Surprise Minor L. . . . o
This is the first edition of the guild newsletter under the new editorial team. |
2 Every Click would like to thank them very much for volunteering for this job.
, Communication within this large Guild has greatly improved over the last 5
3 Learning to Teach . . . .
years, as more and more of us are using the internet. With this newsletter, and
3 From the Footnotes the excellent Guild website (www.ldgcb.org.uk ) in case you didn’t know) we
have publications we can be proud of. However, they are only as up to date
3 Lyn Hall’s and Rae

and interesting as members make them. So please keep the news coming.
It has been a busy time across the guild this last month, with AGMs taking place
in each branch. | would like to take this opportunity to thank all the Branch

Todd’s First Peal

4 More Branch News ! . .

Officers for their work over the last year and to send my best wishes to all those
4 New Year’s Honour who have agreed to take on Officer jobs over the next year. I’m sure they can
4 Young Ringers Fun count on your support at your branch meetings.
5 Diary Dates Sue Faull

41 Surprise Minor!

| can remember very clearly the practice night where | was given my first “Criblines” -
a small pocket book containing all the 41 truly regular surprise minor methods. It was in
Braunston-in-Rutland, | was 14 and had just learnt to treble-bob. John Beadman, one
of the local ringers, passed me a slightly battered book and said, inspiringly “it’s a
spare one, you can have it if you like”. Clearly a challenge!

Forthcoming Event

AGM 26/04/2008

9:30 Service Ringing at
Cathedral

16 years later, | was sat in a pub in Deeping St Nicholas with a peal band, after a
successful peal of 12 surprise minor. As we neared closing time, conversation had
turned to “Plans of a Bellringing Nature” and it was fairly clear that the band had
consumed enough alcohol to agree to any crazy idea mentioned, so | thought I’d try
my luck with my long held desire to conduct “the 41”.

10:00 Communion in
Ringers’ Chapel

11:00 Meeting at Bailgate ~ Continued P2
Methodist Church Hall

LUNCH

PM 8 Bell Interbranch
Striking Competition

17:30 Evensong

18:30-20:00 Ringing

Farewell

Farewell and thanks to Judith Wiliamson
who has supported the Guild and the
Central Branch of the Guild for a number

of years and is the current Guild Librarian.

12 Bell Competition

The Cathedral Company are the proud
hosts of the 2008 National 12 Bell Striking
Competition to be held 28/06/08 with the
draw at 11:30. The Judge is Mark Regan
and there will be a Hog Roast and Beer
Tent



PAGE 2 LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD HTTP://LDGCB.ORG.UK/

41 Surprise Minor cont’d

Over the next few peals, we progressed fairly rapidly to 18 spliced surprise minor, pausing along the way for Mark Mumby’s
first as conductor, until disaster struck and two of our original band Jim Benner (shoulder) and Jonathan Clegg (elbow)
quite suddenly became seriously unringable. Help was at hand at short notice from lan Dawson, who stepped in and
rang his first of treble bob with Lois being promoted from the treble to inside duties. To say “thank you” to lan for stepping in
at a few hours notice, we arranged a peal for him to ring inside - to 4 surprise minor methods. As he rang so well, we arranged
another for a fortnight later- 3 more methods and lan’s first of seven surprise.

Around this time, | was fortunate enough to be invited into a Lincoln DG handbell peal of “the 41” with Philip Earis and David Pipe
—a thoroughly enjoyable evening and peal. | left feeling invincible and sure that our Southern Branch band could achieve the
same on tower bells. After all —-lan had just learnt six new methods in a fortnight — what’s another 34?!

The Winter of 2006 and start of 2007 saw a few more peals being rung, introducing some of the Norwich above methods -
although we didn’t progress with our “number of methods” total, we did score a “most methods” footnote for Lizzy Stokoe and
Stuart Butler. At the end of January 2007, | was again fortunate in being asked in a Lincoln DG towerbell peal of “the 41” by Chris
Turner at Wellingore. | was still fairly buoyed up from handbell success — but this peal, although rung with barely a mistake, felt far
tougher; | realised quite quickly how effortless David and Philip had made it for me to ring; and the size of the task facing the
Southern Branch band. A rethink was in order —the Norwich above methods were put on hold temporarily, while we got to grips
with the Carlisle above methods - four peals and 3 months later we’d reached 19 methods! It was clear we’d benefit from ringing
peals together more frequently; and at the start of the summer 23 spliced minor was achieved! - All 12 of the Cambridge above
and all 11 of the Carlisle above methods - most methods for Lois, Terry, lan and Mark.

The summer saw holidays and additional members of our branch assist us in ringing, and although our method repertoire stayed
fairly steady. In addition, lan conducted a peal to mark 5 years since he and the Irnham band learnt to ring — a band taught to
ring by Terry and Lois - and | was lucky enough to be able to drive a car full of under 21s (and me) to Alford to ring Ben Meyer’s
first inside —to seven surprise minor. It was one of those peals, where half way through, | felt very old indeed - adding together my
age with that of the only other over-21 ringer | realised that our combined age was at least another ringer older than the
combined ages of the other 4! In November 2007, we eventually pushed past our previous high of 23 methods by reintroducing
the Norwich above methods - 24 methods then 32 methods!

And so to January 2008 — and a New Years Resolution to finally ‘go for it — peals of 37 and finally 41 methods we scored in back-
to-back weeks! After two years of planning and 49 peals in total involving 25 ringers and 20 different towers, | am very, very proud
to present the band that rang the "standard 41" spliced surprise minor, and would like to take the opportunity to tender grateful
thank-yous to the ringers who have helped us reach this milestone, through both peal ringing and practice nights. | would
particularly like to thank Terry and Mark for arranging many of the towers and our fellow Southern Branch tower representatives
and incumbents who kindly granted us permission to ring in their churches so readily.

| would finally like to thank and congratulate the band - firstly to thank Andrew for ringing the treble so very well - an expert
treble ringer was required, and that’s exactly what we had; and secondly to the other insiders: to move from your first treble bob,
or from just twelve methods to ringing “the 41” is outstanding and has enabled me to complete an ambition that I’ve had since |
was a young and keen ringer - thank you!

Every Click

Everyclick.com is a search engine (like google, or yahoo) that passes
a proportion of its profits to your chosen chatrity - like the LDG Bell
Repair Fund - typically around 1p for every search that you make.

Over the past four months, 4 Guild members have raised over £60 just
by using this search engine, without having to make any other effort
at all. If we could increase the number of people using this one
website to just 8 people per branch — we could be raising in the
region of £2,000 each year. Please consider using everyclick.com to
raise money for your chosen charity. In order to do so, go to
http://www.everyclick.com and follow the links to register and
choose your charity.

From left to right: Mark Mumby (4), Lois Webb
(2), Emma Southerington (6), Terry Maddison (5),
Andrew Daveyv (1). lan Dawson (3).



